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Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House agrees to 
the report of the committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 4040) to estab-
lish consumer product safety standards 
and other safety requirements for chil-
dren’s products and to reauthorize and 
modernize the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD). 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 2192. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish an Ombudsman 
within the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 2490. An act to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to conduct a pilot pro-
gram for the mobile biometric identification 
in the maritime environment of aliens un-
lawfully attempting to enter the United 
States; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

H.R. 6098. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to improve the financial 
assistance provided to State, local, and trib-
al governments for information sharing ac-
tivities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

H.R. 6113. An act to amend title 44, United 
States Code, to require each agency to in-
clude a contact telephone number in its col-
lection of information; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 6388. An act to provide additional au-
thorities to the Comptroller General of the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

H.R. 6560. An act to establish an earned im-
port allowance program under Public Law 
109–53, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 3348. A bill to provide for the investiga-
tion of certain unsolved civil rights crimes, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on July 30, 2008, she had presented 
to the President of the United States 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 3352. An act to temporarily extend the 
programs under the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–422. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 

Louisiana urging Congress to enact legisla-
tion to establish a minimum sound level 
standard for all new automobiles sold in the 
United States to ensure the safety of the 
blind and other pedestrians, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 52 
Whereas, electric vehicles operate on bat-

teries and are marketed as having the advan-
tage of operating without the sound and 
smell of standard internal combustion en-
gines, and hybrid vehicles combine conven-
tional gas-powered engines with battery- 
powered electric motors and, when in the 
electric mode, also operate without making 
sound; and 

Whereas, all pedestrians use the sound of 
traffic in combination with other techniques 
to travel safely, as evidenced by the fact 
that commercial trucks emit a sound when 
backing up to alert pedestrians to their pres-
ence; and 

Whereas, blind people depend solely on the 
sound of traffic to determine the location of 
a traffic light and indication of whether a 
traffic light is red or green and whether an 
individual automobile is idling, accelerating, 
decelerating, or turning left or right, all of 
which allows a blind person to gauge the 
time to navigate a crosswalk and to travel 
independently and safely; and 

Whereas, action must be taken to ensure 
that all vehicles emit a sound while turned 
on, and such a sound from all vehicles must 
be loud enough to be heard over the din of 
other ambient noise and be heard from a dis-
tance which would allow pedestrians to trav-
el safely, and such a sound must be emitted 
both while the vehicle is in motion and while 
motionless, the sound must also change with 
speed, must not easily be disabled, must not 
be annoying but still emit a unique sound 
distinguishable from other noises, and must 
be uniform from model to model. Therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to ensure the safety of the blind and 
other pedestrians by passing legislation re-
quiring the United States Department of 
Transportation, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, to adopt regulations 
establishing a minimum sound level stand-
ard for all new automobiles sold in the 
United States. Be it further 

Resolved, That the regulations adopted by 
the United States Department of Transpor-
tation, National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, need not prescribe the method 
automobile manufacturers must use to 
achieve the minimum sound standard, but 
the standard should have the following char-
acteristics: 

(1) In all phases of operation, including 
times when the vehicle is at a full stop, vehi-
cles should be required to emit an 
omnidirectional sound with similar spectral 
characteristic of those of a modem internal 
combustion engine. 

(2) The sound should vary in a way that is 
consistent with the sound of vehicles with 
combustion engines to indicate whether the 
vehicle is idling, maintaining a constant 
speed, accelerating, or decelerating. Be it 
further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–423. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Louisiana urging Congress to enact legisla-

tion to take such actions as are necessary to 
improve, modernize, and enhance drainage 
along the Jefferson Parish and Orleans Par-
ish line, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 178 
Whereas, since Hurricane Katrina local of-

ficials and drainage personnel have worked 
diligently with neighborhood civic associa-
tions, congress, and the Corp of Engineers to 
improve the safety of lives and property 
against hurricane overflow and rainfall 
flooding; and 

Whereas, there is now a plan which is sup-
ported by local officials that can achieve 
these goals and benefit the residents and 
businesses that are dependent upon the Sev-
enteenth Street Canal, Pump Station Num-
ber Six, and the Monticello Canal; and 

Whereas, the locally preferred plan is com-
prised of four essential components as fol-
lows: improve the depth and efficiency of the 
Seventeenth Street Canal between existing 
Pump Station Number Six and Lake Pont-
chartrain to move rainwater more quickly to 
Lake Pontchartrain, build a new pumping 
station at the lake end of the Seventeenth 
Street Canal to replace the existing Pump 
Station Number Six and to prevent water 
from Lake Pontchartrain from entering the 
canal, supplement a new pump station at 
Lake Pontchartrain with a pipeline system 
and a separate pumping station that will dis-
charge directly into the Mississippi River, 
rather than into the Seventeenth Street 
Canal and Lake Pontchartrain, and remove 
existing Pump Station Number Six from the 
system. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Legislature of Louisiana does 
hereby memorialize the United States Con-
gress to take such actions as are necessary 
to implement the four essential components 
outlined in this Resolution in order to im-
prove, modernize, and enhance drainage in 
Jefferson and Orleans parishes. Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–424. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan urging Congress to enact the hear-
ing aid assistance tax credit act; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 155 
Whereas, hearing is clearly one of our most 

essential senses. It is often taken for grant-
ed, unfortunately, until the time one begins 
to experience hearing loss. At this point it is 
too late to reverse the damage. Hearing aids 
are the ready solution to the problems asso-
ciated with hearing loss, but the costs asso-
ciated with good quality equipment is expen-
sive, is not always covered by one’s insur-
ance or Medicaid, and is too often foregone 
for more immediate needs. A federal tax 
credit would provide immediate and nec-
essary relief for tens of thousands; and 

Whereas, indeed, it has been estimated 
that hearing aids would help ninety-five per-
cent of those suffering from hearing loss. 
Only twenty-two percent of the population, 
however, currently uses a hearing device, be-
cause the average out-of-pocket costs associ-
ated with hearing aids is over $2,800. Thou-
sands upon thousands of individuals and fam-
ily members are impacted by these soaring 
costs. It is estimated that close to 2 million 
people are affected by untreated hearing 
loss; and 

Whereas, in Michigan, legislation was en-
acted in 1978 to exempt hearing aids from the 
state sales tax. This initiative was a clear 
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